
 
 
In order to promote active connections and the advancement of women in science, a networking 
luncheon has been scheduled at the XVIII International Materials Research Congress with the 
aim of promoting equity and full participation of women scientists in Mexico at all 
levels.  A keynote speaker will showcase the struggles and triumphs she has lived through 
during her academic career. 
 

This luncheon is open to all 
that support women's 
advancement in science.  
 
Keynote Speaker 
                        
 

 
 
Dr. Gabriela Díaz Guerrero is a Professor in the 
Institute of Physics and Chair of the Department of 
Chemical Physics at the Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México.  She holds an M.S. degree in 
Chemistry from the Universidad Autónoma 
Metropolitana-Iztapalapa and a Doctorate in Science 
(Doctorat D’Etat) from the Université Louis Pasteur, 
from where she graduated in 1982 with Mención Trés 
Honorable.  From 1982-1985 she was an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Chemistry at the 
Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-Iztapalapa, 
after which she moved to the Institute of Physics and 
has served the Institute in several administrative 
capacities, while growing her research program. 

Prof. Diaz has served prominent international 
scientific societies in several capacities, including 
representative for the Federación Iberoamericana de 

Sociedades de Catálisis at the International 
Association of Catalysis Societies.  She has also 
served on the editorial board of several prestigious 
journals, including Catalysis Letters and Topics in 
Catalysis. 

Prof. Diaz’ research interests include nanostructured 
systems, chemical kinetics and catalysis, 
physicochemical properties of surfaces, and 
characterization techniques for surfaces and 
nanoparticles.  Current projects include the 
development of catalysts for control of environmental 
contaminants, synthesis and purification of hydrogen, 
and synthesis of nanoporous oxides and bimetallic 
nanoparticles. 

Prof. Diaz' research has been reported in numerous 
articles published in international journals, 
symposium papers, and conferences.  Her scientific 
contributions have been published in the Journal of 
Catalysis, Applied Surface Science, Surface Science 
Letters, Catalysis Letters, Applied Catalysis, 
Materials Letters, Catalysis Today, the Journal of 
Materials Synthesis and Processing, and the Journal 
of Physical Chemistry B, among others. 
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For additional questions (including registration information for this 
luncheon), please contact Prof. Olivia A. Graeve at graeve@alfred.edu, 
or visit the Conference web site at: 
http://www.mrs-mexico.org.mx/webimrc09/inicio.htm 
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